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CHECKLIST

Kerning Essentials: A Quick-
Reference Checklist

Set leading and tracking before you start kerning individual pairs
View text at display size to spot uneven spacing more easily

Flip the text upside down or mirror it to judge optical balance
Tighten capital-lowercase pairs such as To, Tr and Va

Close gaps around punctuation following letters with overhangs

Print a proof or preview on the device where text will appear

Adjust in small increments—small changes often make the difference

Apply kerning decisions consistently across all project materials
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